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SAFETT

The importance of diving safeV ea»not be overemphasized* Strict rules are
set dcsra in the Diving Manuals and other directives and disregard for thoso
rules is not only unsafe but is not eicarfco It should be firefly kept in mind that any
divine accident of consequence will ba investigated s and mls«praGtiees are
certain to coma to lighto So if you are one of the few who don't believe in
safety s perhaps you think enough of your own skin to make certain that your dives
are mado by the booko

SHOHSPOTY

Elsewhere in this issue you will find, a call for requests for duty at EDIT
and a raa-dcwn on the S0a/Shore ps?ogras$«> CM© additional fact to help you make
up your minds is that there are only enough shore diving jobs available t<s tabs
care of about half the divers coming from ssao So don*t take a ehaaa© on getting
out of the business entirely ® come to SDU8

The School and the Unit have bsan very active lately in extracurricular
diving jobso School personnel recently laid beach gear and were otherwise
instrumental :ln refloating an 1ST aground in the Fotome Rivero Two drownad
boys we:?e recovered recently also «=> one by the School and thei other by School
and Unit cooperation*, Other routine diving ̂ obs around the tloC0 araa never
seem to

How that irarm -weather is here and the girls are waterskilng in tLie cov@& I
have finally commenced BQT crosŝ trainingo So far I have had iay surface demolition
and the LOI salvage projecto SCUBA ccsnas next and then on to the rests The
course is racxnmended to all hands and the niee thing is you donH even have to
ask for onJers to ito Jtus

We laave 3ost completed distribution af hundreds of Activity Diving
so you should have yours by novo Each major diving activity rates two and nines?
diving activities and diving shore stations get one0 If yours hasa*t arrived9
let us know aid ve will sand oneo Also iff you need extra copies f,

The queetion has corae'tp regarding what type of diving g«»ar should be worn
for reqaalifi cation dive»0 While you should maintain proficiency in all typea
of equipment for which initially qualif iede requalification e',an be done in any-
kind of equipment - even a long snortoolo



DIVI1PJ PAT

I"m including this so you will know it hasn8t been forgotteno Actually
the program ±3 moving right along and proposed scales have been seto The only
major isssua not yet resolved is to set rates for ECO and UDT diver so Otherwise
the plan is the same as outlined in previous "FACEPLATE" issues p

SERVICE:* TO CIVILIANS

It may be of interest to certain ships and stations who have been call«d on
to provide diving aid for civilians or to treat civilians -for diving accidents
that a charge should be made for the services 0 Navy HegtT ttl<*.@ authorizes
workp in emergencies,., prior to payment,, but indicates that charges shall be made*
Information regarding ways and means and amounts nay be found in the NavCompt
Manuals The "emergency" basis for any work done is important in most areas as
you can get into trouble with the local divers by taking any of their business**

SAEVAOBa REPAIR, OP. roAPUNO DIVE?

The FACEPIATE has previously published articles relating to diving pay and
various conditions under which a diver z&ay tost entitled to extra eomponsationo
In spite of these guide liness many diving activities continue to abuse the
liberal interpretations available under Article A4&02, BuFers Manualj, to the
extent that there is a movement afoot to eliminate the $5o5>0 an hour for salvage
or repair divas in order to remove temptation of fraudo

The general impression seemingly existing among divers is that "everyone
else is doing ita so why not iae?w The diving officers are making very liberal,
interpretations to provide increased incentive and improve diver moraleo This
is morally wrang as we all knowo

It is believed that all diving is hazardous and the degree of hazard should
not havs to ba ascertainedo If this is trues a FLAT RATE of increased diving
pay for each class of diver should prove equitable and acceptable to the entire
diving program® At least the present inequitieŝ  where tender diver ss and
shore based diving activities are the only ones making additional high rates
of paya would not existo For examples one diver is reported to have drawn over
5?20000 for a one month pay period 9 diving in depths of 8 feot to 5£ feet| using
"open saa or adverse weather conditions" as justificationo pJ.Tiis would require
six divas per day, five days per weeks Isn°t it reasonable to suppose that the
weather or sea conditions would improve over a whole month poriod?

These types of abuses are being investigated by the Navy Regional Accounts
Officero lefs clean up these existing abuses in order that we may present a
strong ease for pay increases by proving that the present scales is inadequate
in not providing enough compensation commensurate with the assumed risks o

In the wsantime KEEP TODR OWN SKIHTS CIEANg Risks of FAY CHBCKAQES AND
DISCIPLINARY ACTION are seldom worth the ertea money or a ruined naval careero
Commanding Officers and diving officers should be carefully discriminating in
their certifications of ENTITLEMENT TO EXTRA PAYo

ego
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This office 1ms on many occasions had inquiries about the procedure or
policy in the assignment of Diversj ioQo Ship to Shore and Shore to Seao

The present procedure is through the preference shown or indicated in your
SHORVEI-e SEAVET Cards that you fill qufto This card is maintained and screened
"by the shore duty assignment desk for divers** The assignment desk maintains
the requirements or needs of the various fleets (EJDOPAC -> Pacific) (SERVIAN? «*>
Atlantic) o EPDOPAC and SER7IANT mate the decision which TYPE Commander has the
greatest need for a diver and the Type Commander gives Servlant or EPDOPAC
their particular needs on a given ship in their force o In going from ship to
shore duty is where the divers request (as indicated on the SHORVEY Card) is
given the fullest consideration for locality in so far as it is possible to do
soo If you request for instance, shore duty in Washington, D0C0 area (PRNC) »
you will 99 times out of 100 be assigned in the Washington, D0C«, (PRWC) area0
This also holds true in any other request for duty in a given Naval District
in so far as it is possible to do so0 New hoĵ this all Dfoare 8 8 Whan you
indicate in your SHCRVEY. Card for Instructors i ̂uigr be absoiSEeYy sure this is
exactly: what you want » BuPers handles and assigns you direct to a given
Tine laval District personnel officer has no string on

An, DIVERTS
There will be at least six (6) vacancies for Diver's First Class here at

the Experimental Diving Unit by 1 January 1959o The Experimental Diving Unit
is Shore Duty in the PRNC Washington, DQGa Areae

5DTJ FERSOMEL C0J0 LEZDEH, BMltD?), U3N

Gecrge W0 MC CULLOUGH, GMC(DV|j, USEf was transferred to t&e Fleet
at U0S0 Naval Ordnance Test Station, China X&Ice, California an 2 June
MC CDLIOUGH is now a "civilian" diver with U0S,Jrs00TpSo Best of luck Mco

Paul Gft PHIFER, (EN1 Retired) recently turned in his white hat for that of
a chief o The happy event took place on July 16, 19580 PHIF33R is being
transferred in the no®? future to the USS PIAUTJS (ATF»l£9)$ congratulations on
your promotion and best of luck in your new

William Ge ?ischerg BM1, USH is another of our near future transferees e
Fischer is bomd. for an ASR in Key Westo This notice is intended as a warning
to all the residents in the Key West Area0 Good luck Fische:rQ

FoTo Stricklandg GMCg S3N was reoently relieved by BoL0 Powells TMC, ISSN
as the Master Diver in Charge, EDU0 Strickland is also planning to leave in
the near future, to date however, StricklanA has no idea of where he is going 0
Good Irtck in your new job wherever it raay be0
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New Projects underway at the Experimental Diving Unit which may be of interest
to you are as follows?

So As mentioned in the last issue of FACEPLATE we are evaluating two
mouthpiece » mounted derand valves (U0S0 !)iver8s "Aquamatie11 and Rose AventionttsnFRO")0 A third mpdele by NorthiH, is now on the market and it is being added
to the project©

bo A lightweights cheap hose clamp as a possible substitute for the brassg
screw type clamp on the standard deep-sea diverts hose coupling is being
evaluatedo

Go Three different models of lightweight, easy-to-handle underwater stud
gunss velocity powered (powder actuated) are under evaluationo These guns are
not intended to completely replace the old war-time MSA gear but it is hoped 'that
they will prove safe and handy to the point that it will be feasible to issue
them to all diving activities0 These units ara lightweight and simple to
operates they are essentially underwater adaptations of the widely used velocity
rowered stud driver used in carpentry and masonry work now dayso

do Northill has worked over their Atr«Lung and supposedly reduced tha
breathing resistance by improved internal partso The improved units have just
been received and will be evaluated in the next couple of monthso This work is
a direct result of reports from the field of high breathing resistance (from
underwater swimmers school) and represents what can be done if you will promptly
and clearly report deficiencies in gear&

»o The A$ua»Iung tool kit, an early prototype of which was demonstrated to
several East Coast Activities by Master Diver FOWELL8 has been redesigned and
a later prototype constructedo This item should be available yet this year<>

PITERS LIFE HUE ARP TELEPHONE CABLE

The recently issued BuShips Notice, 99hQ of 12 May 19?8 advises that the
subject cable (new type) is not yet available for issuet, BuShips Notice 99UO
of 1? October 19!?6 advised that the new !> conductor cable being issued was
defective and was being removed from the supply system0 Stocks of the old
conductor cable are all gone0 All diving activities are cautioned to take good
care of the old cables which are on hands? The .new (Type DLT) eal&s should be
in the supply system later this year0
SEALING COMPOUND FOR SCUBA FITTINGS

In the overhaul maintenance of scuba (open and closed circuit) an oxygen
sealing compound is specified and should always be used in making up threaded
joints and couplings o NavShips 39M)05>6 (Aqua-Lung Instruction Book) 9 Section
60 Table $ (corrective maintenance) calls for a sealing compound identified as
"Key Absolute Type B Oxygen Sealing Compound" manufactured by Key Coos

Illinois o

f
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A little back tracking indicates the above compcrand is In the supply systerap
It conforms to Military Specification MIIwr<=£!&2B and is Identified as
(aviation) Stock 5Jo0 R«8030»530~523Ua5G600(> Price $oOl£ per one pound tube or
can<> The above military specification includes physiological provisions as
well as oxidisation provisions o The indiscriudnant use of pipe and joint
sealing compounds or ordinary hydrocarbon lubricants should be carefully avoided
in making up joints in divert breathing systemŝ  including installed *;g£r and
HgOg diving rigs and all scubas We recommend you note the stock number in your
allowance lists and overhaul manual and keep a supply of it on hando

REVISED PIAM5 FOR HELIUM HELMET

Chief BoLc, POWELL, TMC(DV) has recently assisted in coordinating with
BuShips on the preparation of new and revised plans for the Helium Helmet and
component parts this work gets the plans up to date with the current helmet?
Following are the BuShips plan numbers and titles *

17&316. Ravo A Hg02 JUElng Helmet Assembly

17̂ 4317 Revo B Check ?alves Elbow8 Aspirator Body and "0" Ring
De-bails HfiOa Diving HelB»t

1895021 Revo A HeOg Diving Helmet Canister Details

1895022 Revo A HgOg Diving Helmet Location of Fittings

1895010. Rev0 A HgOg Diving Helmet Air Duct Details

Suggest all EeOg activities order and have on board a set of these plans
Order direct from BuShipSo

UTOSBWATER TELEVISION ENS QoMoJATSKET, USNR

The underwater television team has been busy investigating optimum methods
of illumination for using television in turbid watero This work proved to be
of an immediate practical use last month when they were called upon to aid in
the search for a downed aircraft in the Chesapeake Bay Area0

Unfortunately there was no advance notice and consequently the only rig
which watt available was one which was designed for stationary use in the
determination of the range and resolution of underwater television systems*
This rig is somewhat cumbersome and is not well suited for searching procedures0

However9 by some rapid Jury rigging they were able to begin searching in
the area of the erasho A maximum visibility of about three feet was encountered̂
requiring that the camera be kept very close to the bottom? This fact plus the
unwialdiness of the rigging finally resulted in a collision of the camera and
lighting assembly with an unidentified objects

Fortunately none of the equipment was seriously damaged and all of it was
recoveradp It was however, in no condition for a continuation of the search
and the television phase of the search was discontinuedo

In spite of the mishap̂ , the searching attempt was successful from the point
of view of demonstrating some of the potential of underwater television, and
valuabla experience was gainedo
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SDU KED1CAL Dr0 HoW«S0 HUSEBT

At the present time th0 medical department at the Experimental Diving Unit
has several projects on the books o

CDB JoPo SNIDER, aviation psychologist̂  in conjunction with CAPT Go Jo
DUFFNER are determining the susceptibility of divers to decompression sickness 0

There is a need for adequate carbon diood.de absorbents in closed circuits
semi-closed circuit* mixed gas and helium-oxygen divingo An evaluation of all
carbon dioxide absorbents available to us is to be started soon0 This may pave
the way for the discovery of a new efficient non-caustic absorbent to be used
in all types of diving where the need exists p

SCHOOL ICDR ULLRICH, ISH

The first 26 week "all purpose" course of instruction for Diver First
Class which convened on 2 June is moving along woUo Graduates of the 26 week
course will be designated as Diver First Class and will asset all the qualifications
of the old Diver First Glass plus those qualifications formerly required of
Salvage Diverse Scuba training continues to be the major stumbling bl®e&o
Attrition from failure to m-et scuba qualifications is running close to 20
per cento The chief difficulty seems to be lack of physical conditioning and
lack of proficiency in swimmingo Future candidates would do well to "get in
shap0rt prior to reporting and to brush up on their swimming teehniqueso
Ability to meet scuba qualifications is a "must" and those wfcp fail to do so
are dropped from the course of instructiono

Based on advance orders to the new 26 week course., it appears that the new
curriculum has met wholehearted approval by the diving fleetc, The class
scheduled to convene on h August has an enrollment to date of 2U» the 6
October class has 23 enrolled and advance orders of 10 men are held for the
1 Daceiibei' class * Graduates of the course of instruction havej, almost without
exception̂  been ordered to duty aboard diving type &ipso

The new individual Diver9s I>og is being printed and should be available
by 15> August̂  This log will be the personal property of the diver ̂ rd will
serve rmch the same purpose as an aviator tts .flight logo A record &is %ae&
individual dive will be contained in this log as well as a Diving Duty Summary
Sheet which willprovide summation of all the diving performed while attached
to a particular diving activity o Instructions for maintaining the Diver 9s Log
are printed on the inside of the binder©

Original distribution of the individual Diver's Log and Diving Summary
Sheets will be made by this actfrrityo Future classes will be issued a Log
whan they commence the course of instructiono It is believed that this
personal log will be a source of interest to the individual diver as well as a
great sdd to the Diving Officer in evaluating the ability of a diver and in
assigning personnel to various diving jobso SECMV NOTICE 1085 of 6 May 1958
contains ins*'anictions for preparation of the , new Record of Dive Form (NA.VFERS
2J&0/torcOi-iPT 2039)o This form will be completed for each dive mades and a
copy filed on the right side of the Diver Bs
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©o Always oparata in

"oj Ara indoetrf.na-ied in the !JBxsd.dy

U s Ara g:radiiai>es of the coursa of Instruction off^ed by ona of
activities authorised bj the Chief of Naval Personnel to traiE and designate
scuba civarso Activities so aisfchoriaed are listed in BiiShips lastrasttoa

STA.FF NSWS

A t;OB.aidara1:le chaage its S-taff Perscaanel baa occnwred since the 1'iet rla^
of F^CLHAT^ Mt the sweats

CriBCSIf HaiAlS has 'i>flen cUitactaxIs to report to U3S FLORHHN '

CI-JBOSH 30MAGAIA is now aboard the BS3 PBTHEt

CHBOSM HOWOH, foraiar 1st I*., of the Diwrs School is enrcmta to UES
SDNBiaD (ASR.15)9 He -aill ba replacod fey CHBOSH Po 'Lo BORNSTTI -^ho will
cor<plste 'oha cota'se of instruct/ion on 1

LT PoSo T'JISE, fonoap XoO, of USS GKEEULET (ASR»10) will relieve KM
ULIRXCH e,g Traising Officer in Eariy Augteto ICDR ULIEICH wUJL reporfc to
the W3S PETREL (ASR«lli) as GoOo

instrudscsrs T9E0 0«mnETfl ffil, and JoGo ?ALIA!IT8 EttL,
to ENSIGN, ISO,, oa 2 July 1958,, l.G. RE!®C5ARD, GH3@ was appointed

Off icerj W«»19 oa 30 fTtsas9 'ftey were co^spomsors of a fine matting
^tnTg and needless to saj wers baptlaed in the crystal clear Anaoostin
saas diving gear o Tb^y evcided tiie dunking by various devious means

l-'ii't all wara eventually capt-orad and 'tossed in* Mx%
0 0BMA.LLET is enroiil^ ta

ISS SDKBIHD (ASR«l5) for dutyo 2fi»0 3ULLANT will ba detached in Noreafr-ea* to
joint USS . QPPGRTUHE (Ali3<^l}0 Gunner RENBGAR has reported to E003D0 School
s.t Indian Reads Maryland for a course of instructions} Our sineara
congratulations and best wishes fo? icany future happy eruiseso As ig
the Dicing School -was certaiaXr wall represented in the recent ISO and
Officer B-sleotion

PPCg sas recenUy dstaohed nod
Good Luck ia Aloha

report to USS GREEHLET
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